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it is because that is where he could do 
the most good. And he explained why. 
He felt it was important for people like 
him to bring their experiences and 
backgrounds to the role of prosecutor, 
someone with an understanding for de-
fendants with backgrounds similar to 
his own. Now Judge Simmons will 
bring his good work to the U.S. Dis-
trict Court for the Southern District of 
California. 

Finally, just last week, we also con-
firmed Judge Andrew Schopler to the 
U.S. District Court for the Southern 
District of California. Judge Schopler 
earned his undergraduate degree from 
Dartmouth College and his J.D. from 
Harvard Law School. He then briefly 
worked as a public defender before 
joining a criminal defense law firm. 

In 2004, he earned his spot as an as-
sistant U.S. attorney in the Southern 
District of California, where he served 
until 2016, eventually rising to the po-
sition of deputy section chief of the 
Major Frauds and Special Prosecutions 
Unit. Given his exemplary work ethic, 
he was then selected to serve as mag-
istrate judge in the Southern District. 

But his service to our country ex-
tends beyond the bench. In 2014, at the 
age of 43, Judge Schopler chose to join 
the California National Guard as a 
judge advocate. He worked to obtain an 
age and medical waiver to serve. In 
2018, he deployed to Afghanistan as 
part of Operation Freedom’s Sentinel. 
He earned the Bronze Star for his serv-
ice and was promoted to the rank of 
major. 

He has committed his career to pro-
tecting our freedoms truly, at home 
and abroad, and I am proud this body 
came together to support his confirma-
tion. 

I am so grateful for all four of these 
newly confirmed judges’ willingness to 
serve our country, and I know Cali-
fornia and the country will be a strong-
er, more just place because of them and 
because of their service. 

With that, I yield the floor. 
VOTE ON CHAUDHARY NOMINATION 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
question is, Will the Senate advise and 
consent to the Chaudhary nomination? 

Mr. PADILLA. I ask for the yeas and 
nays. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a 
sufficient second? 

There appears to be a sufficient sec-
ond. 

The clerk will call the roll. 
The senior assistant executive clerk 

called the roll. 
Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the 

Senator from California (Mrs. FEIN-
STEIN) and the Senator from Pennsyl-
vania (Mr. FETTERMAN) are necessarily 
absent. 

Mr. THUNE. The following Senators 
are necessarily absent: the Senator 
from Wyoming (Mr. BARRASSO), the 
Senator from Texas (Mr. CRUZ), the 
Senator from Kentucky (Mr. MCCON-
NELL), and the Senator from Indiana 
(Mr. YOUNG). 

Further, if present and voting, the 
Senator from Indiana (Mr. YOUNG) 
would have voted ‘‘yea.’’ 

The result was announced—yeas 65, 
nays 29, as follows: 

[Rollcall Vote No. 58 Ex.] 
YEAS—65 

Baldwin 
Bennet 
Blumenthal 
Booker 
Boozman 
Brown 
Cantwell 
Capito 
Cardin 
Carper 
Casey 
Collins 
Coons 
Cornyn 
Cortez Masto 
Duckworth 
Durbin 
Gillibrand 
Graham 
Grassley 
Hassan 
Heinrich 

Hickenlooper 
Hirono 
Hyde-Smith 
Kaine 
Kelly 
Kennedy 
King 
Klobuchar 
Luján 
Manchin 
Markey 
Menendez 
Merkley 
Moran 
Murkowski 
Murphy 
Murray 
Ossoff 
Padilla 
Peters 
Reed 
Romney 

Rosen 
Rounds 
Sanders 
Schatz 
Schumer 
Shaheen 
Sinema 
Smith 
Stabenow 
Sullivan 
Tester 
Thune 
Tillis 
Van Hollen 
Warner 
Warnock 
Warren 
Welch 
Whitehouse 
Wicker 
Wyden 

NAYS—29 

Blackburn 
Braun 
Britt 
Budd 
Cassidy 
Cotton 
Cramer 
Crapo 
Daines 
Ernst 

Fischer 
Hagerty 
Hawley 
Hoeven 
Johnson 
Lankford 
Lee 
Lummis 
Marshall 
Mullin 

Paul 
Ricketts 
Risch 
Rubio 
Schmitt 
Scott (FL) 
Scott (SC) 
Tuberville 
Vance 

NOT VOTING—6 

Barrasso 
Cruz 

Feinstein 
Fetterman 

McConnell 
Young 

The nomination was confirmed. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 

OSSOFF). Under the previous order, the 
motion to reconsider is considered 
made and laid upon the table, and the 
President will be immediately notified 
of the Senate’s action. 

f 

CLOTURE MOTION 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Pursuant 

to rule XXII, the Chair lays before the 
Senate the pending cloture motion, 
which the clerk will state. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

CLOTURE MOTION 
We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-

ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the 
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby 
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Executive Calendar No. 18, Laura 
Taylor-Kale, of California, to be an Assistant 
Secretary of Defense (New Position). 

Charles E. Schumer, Jack Reed, Richard 
J. Durbin, Sheldon Whitehouse, Martin 
Heinrich, Tim Kaine, Tammy Baldwin, 
Ben Ray Luján, Tammy Duckworth, 
John W. Hickenlooper, Amy Klobuchar, 
Jeanne Shaheen, Benjamin L. Cardin, 
Edward J. Markey, Alex Padilla, Mar-
garet Wood Hassan, Catherine Cortez 
Masto. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. By unan-
imous consent, the mandatory quorum 
call has been waived. 

The question is, Is it the sense of the 
Senate that debate on the nomination 
of Laura Taylor-Kale, of California, to 
be an Assistant Secretary of Defense, 
shall be brought to a close? 

The yeas and nays are mandatory 
under the rule. 

The clerk will call the roll. 
The senior assistant legislative clerk 

called the roll. 
Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the 

Senator from California (Mrs. FEIN-
STEIN) and the Senator from Pennsyl-

vania (Mr. FETTERMAN) are necessarily 
absent. 

Mr. THUNE. The following Senators 
are necessarily absent: the Senator 
from Wyoming (Mr. BARRASSO), the 
Senator from Texas (Mr. CRUZ), the 
Senator from Kentucky (Mr. MCCON-
NELL), and the Senator from Indiana 
(Mr. YOUNG). 

Further, if present and voting, the 
Senator from Indiana (Mr. YOUNG) 
would have voted ‘‘yea.’’ 

The yeas and nays resulted—yeas 68, 
nays 26, as follows: 

[Rollcall Vote No. 59 Ex.] 

YEAS—68 

Baldwin 
Bennet 
Blumenthal 
Booker 
Boozman 
Brown 
Cantwell 
Capito 
Cardin 
Carper 
Casey 
Collins 
Coons 
Cornyn 
Cortez Masto 
Cramer 
Duckworth 
Durbin 
Ernst 
Fischer 
Gillibrand 
Graham 
Grassley 

Hassan 
Heinrich 
Hickenlooper 
Hirono 
Hoeven 
Kaine 
Kelly 
Kennedy 
King 
Klobuchar 
Luján 
Manchin 
Markey 
Menendez 
Merkley 
Moran 
Murkowski 
Murphy 
Murray 
Ossoff 
Padilla 
Peters 
Reed 

Ricketts 
Romney 
Rosen 
Rounds 
Sanders 
Schatz 
Schumer 
Shaheen 
Sinema 
Smith 
Stabenow 
Tester 
Thune 
Tillis 
Van Hollen 
Warner 
Warnock 
Warren 
Welch 
Whitehouse 
Wicker 
Wyden 

NAYS—26 

Blackburn 
Braun 
Britt 
Budd 
Cassidy 
Cotton 
Crapo 
Daines 
Hagerty 

Hawley 
Hyde-Smith 
Johnson 
Lankford 
Lee 
Lummis 
Marshall 
Mullin 
Paul 

Risch 
Rubio 
Schmitt 
Scott (FL) 
Scott (SC) 
Sullivan 
Tuberville 
Vance 

NOT VOTING—6 

Barrasso 
Cruz 

Feinstein 
Fetterman 

McConnell 
Young 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Ms. HAS-
SAN). On this vote, the yeas are 68, the 
nays are 26. 

The motion is agreed to. 

f 

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the nomination. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read the nomination of Laura Taylor- 
Kale, of California, to be an Assistant 
Secretary of Defense. (New Position). 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ma-
jority leader. 

ORDER OF PROCEDURE 

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the con-
firmation vote on the Taylor-Kale 
nomination be at a time to be deter-
mined by the majority leader in con-
sultation with the Republican leader; 
further, that the cloture motions filed 
during yesterday’s session ripen at 
11:30 a.m. on Thursday, March 16; that 
following the cloture vote on the 
Clarke nomination and notwith-
standing rule XXII, the Senate resume 
legislative session and vote on the mo-
tion to invoke cloture on the motion to 
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